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What it is…. What it is not…. Fuzzy middle 

ground…

Engaging students as partners …. metaphors! 
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2. Learning

3. Engagement

4. Confidence

5. Identity

6. Employability

7. Community

8. Material gain
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• Power & Identity

What gets tricky…

1. Relational

2. Resistance

3. Logistics

4. Experience

5. Quality
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Why…

Engaging students as partners 
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Joy Contentment Well-being

Engaging students as partners for 



#549. Lessons From the World’s Longest Scientific Study of Happiness | Dr. Robert Waldinger; https://www.tenpercent.com/podcast-episode/robert-waldinger-549

A life course perspective



Social connections

Quality of close relationships

Care less

Joy. Contentment. Well-being.

#549. Lessons From the World’s Longest Scientific Study of Happiness | Dr. Robert Waldinger; https://www.tenpercent.com/podcast-episode/robert-waldinger-549



The good life is built with 

good relationships.
Robert Waldinger

Robert Waldinger, What makes a good life? Daily Good. http://www.giuliotortello.it/materiali/80_years_study_hapiness_harvard.pdf

http://www.giuliotortello.it/materiali/80_years_study_hapiness_harvard.pdf


Time – who do you spent with?



Family Friends Yourself

Time – who do you spent with?

Co-workers



Time with

Esteban Ortiz-Ospina (2020) 

https://ourworldindata.org/time-

with-others-lifetime
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Students as Partners

The good life.

is a relational learning process that strengthens 

connections in the here and now,

and is practice for living a

Which matters because too many people are increasingly 

anxious and disconnected in educational contexts,

and Higher Education should be preparing 

Work-Ready 

Graduates
with the relational skillsets and mindsets to connect and 

collaborate in our increasingly complex and interdependent 

global world.



Engaging students as partners in collaborative, 

relational processes of co-inquiry and co-creation 

prepares graduates for joyful working relationships.

My ACUR proposition
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prepares graduates for joyful working relationships.

My ACUR proposition

Research

Education & Governance

Community engagement



Assumed: higher education shapes students.

What if: students shaped higher education as place of 

learning, knowledge generation, and work?

And what if: student partners where students for whom 

higher education was designed without them in mind?

My partnership + working life provocation



Join the 

Students as Partners Network
https://itali.uq.edu.au/advancing-teaching/initiatives/students-partners

Contribute to the 

International Journal for Students as Partners (IJSaP)
https://mulpress.mcmaster.ca/ijsap



Thinking together

Join the Students as Partners Network

Contribute to the International Journal for 

Students as Partners (IJSaP)
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